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Joint PYUNIC – ACCESS Project
“Promoting the social rights of persons with disabilities by building the capacity of Armenian civil society organisations to engage with the Council of Europe monitoring mechanisms”
Aware of our rights, able to protect them!
Open Call 

For non-governmental organisations/disabled persons' organisations

 to apply for preparation and submission of two alternative reports 

to the European Committee of Social Rights and

 to the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights

Deadline for applications: 8 June 2018, 12:00 am (Yerevan time)

Project implemented by the Advocacy Centre on Council of Europe Standards and 

the Armenian Association for the Disabled “Pyunic”

Funded by the European Union, in the framework of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights

Yerevan, May 2018
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ABBREVIATIONS
ACCESS         
Advocacy Centre on Council of Europe Standards
CoE

Council of Europe

DPO

Disabled persons’ organisation
ECSR

European Committee of Social Rights

ECHR

The European Convention on Human Rights 

EIDHR

The European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights
ESC 

European Social Charter

ESC(r)

European Social Charter revised
EU 

European Union

HR

Human rights

NGO 

Non-governmental organisation

UN CRPD
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
1. Description of the project and the context
Combining the expertise of the Yerevan-based Pyunic non-governmental organisation (NGO) on the situation and challenges faced by persons with disabilities in Armenia, and that of the Advocacy Centre on Council of Europe Standards (ACCESS, Strasbourg, France) on building the capacity of national civil society organisations to promote the implementation of human rights through the Council of Europe (CoE), the two co-applicant NGOs have designed the Project to bridge the gap between Armenia's NGOs and European institutions and standards. 

Taking into consideration the completion of the 2006-2015 Armenian National Strategy on the Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities, and in light of the annual Conclusions of the European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) for 2016, including on the situation of persons with disabilities in Armenia under Article 15 of the revised European Charter on Social Rights (ESC(r))
, it is a critical time to take stock and devise new strategies to hold governments accountable on protecting the rights of persons with disabilities.

The Project aims to achieve the following five specific objectives:

1. To increase awareness of Armenian civil society on European and international standards and procedures on the protection of social rights of persons with disabilities;

2. To enhance the capacity of civil society in Armenia to sustainably and autonomously participate in and report to the CoE monitoring mechanisms, and in particular the ECSR;. 

3. To develop NGO advocacy strategy targeting national authorities to remedy situations of non-conformity under the 2016 Conclusions of the European Committee of Social Rights and implement CoE Recommendations;

4. To promote dialogue on the ratification of the complaints mechanism of the ESC and its additional provisions

5. To raise awareness on the multiple discrimination and violence faced by persons with disabilities, especially women, children, the elderly and migrants.

2. The alternative reports and their purpose
One of the important components of the project is to enhance the capacity of civil society in Armenia to sustainably and autonomously participate in and report to the CoE monitoring mechanisms as well as to the CoE's Human Rights (HR) Commissioner. For this purpose, a series of capacity building activities were implemented in Yerevan, Gyumri and Vanadzor with sessions led by international and local experts. Representatives of around 45 NGOs/DPOs took part in the trainings. Participants acquired practical knowledge on CoE monitoring standards and mechanisms that will be used to prepare and submit two independent alternative reports to the ECSR and to the CoE's HR Commissioner. The key purpose of the two reports is to present accurate, fact-based information on social rights of persons with disabilities in Armenia. It will serve as reference for the European monitoring bodies and mechanisms to make appropriate recommendations on the country upon the examination of Armenia's next country report.

Apart from providing up-to-date information on the current progress and setbacks in the fulfilment of the rights of persons with disabilities in Armenia, the NGOs and DPOs involved in the process will gain hands-on experience in working with the CoE monitoring mechanisms and will catalyse the initiatives and expertise of peer organisations in a coordinated, multi-layered and multi-sector action to promote and safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities. 

Two lots are announced under the current call:
Lot 1 Report to the ECSR
Position 1. Lead NGO expert (responsible for the design and final compilation of the report, including

the preparation of the methodology)

Position 2. Assistant NGO expert (responsible for primary data collection, including meeting with communities and NGOs)
Lot 2 Report to the CoE HR Commissioner 
Position 1. Lead NGO expert (responsible for the design and final compilation of the report, including the preparation of the methodology)
Position 2. Assistant NGO expert (responsible for primary data collection, including meeting with communities and NGOs)
In order to ensure diversity and cooperation among different NGOs and DPOs, Pyunic and ACCESS may select a maximum of two candidates from the same organisation. 
3. Methodology
The applicants are free to choose the data gathering and analysis methodology. 

The only general requirement for both reports is to provide facts and data on the most recent achievements in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities in Armenia and identify the main gaps in the Armenian Government's implementation of international instruments, with a particular focus on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD), ECHR, ESC(r), as well as relevant CoE soft law instruments. This includes, but is not confined, to the following areas:
· An overview of the HR situation of persons with disabilities in Armenia;

· Assessment of the Armenian government’s track record for fulfilling its obligations under the relevant international legal instruments on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities;

· The progress made by the Armenian government in safeguarding the rights of persons with disabilities;

· Violations of the rights of persons with disabilities in Armenia between 2016 and 2018;

· Fact-based information about obstacles and barriers to the full realisation of the social rights of persons with disabilities in Armenia;

· Examples of best NGO practices to advocate for further government action towards the full realisation of social rights of persons with disabilities;

· Recommendations 
4. Key  tasks 
· Select the social right(s) against which the report should be prepared;

· Examine the legal framework and its implementation mechanisms that relate to that specific right;

· Cooperate with other NGOs/DPOs paying special attention to disability coalitions, platforms, networks etc. to acquire evidence-based information;

· Collect and analyse the information;

· Compile and submit the report.
5. Deliverables and timeline
A fixed-term contract starting on 15 June 2018 and finishing on 20 September 2018 will be signed with the selected applicants. Two weeks prior to the completion of contract period the two draft reports should be presented to Pyunic and ACCESS NGOs for final review and comments. The final reports should be submitted by 20 September, 2018 on behalf of the NGOs that have prepared them.
	Deliverable 
	Description
	Deadline

	Selection of the experts by Pyunic and ACCESS NGOs
	Pyunic, in consultation with ACCESS, will select the candidates
	By June 14, 2018

	Signing the contracts 
	Fixed-term consultant contracts will be signed between the experts and Pyunic 
	15 June 2018

	The first (introductory) working meeting of the experts with Pyunic
	The first meeting with the four experts will take place at the premises of Pyunic in Yerevan, with the objective, of introducing the project and defining a short-term action for the development of the two alternative reports. 
	June 2018 (dates to be agreed with the experts)

	Drafting a section on methodology and a table of contents
	The lead experts in collaboration with assistant experts will deliver to Pyunic and ACCESS a draft section on methodology and scope of the alternative reports, and a draft table of contents for review and discussion. A division of responsibilities between the two experts should be proposed, with lead expert responsible for the final editing of the draft into a single well-flowing document.
	By June 29, 2018

	Data collection and desk work
	During this period, the lead experts and the assistant experts will study the social, legal and legislative situation of persons with disabilities in Armenia, as well as the country's level of implementation of relevant international obligations with this regard. This includes both primary and secondary data analysis. In both working groups, the lead expert should maintain regular contact and communication with the assistant expert and coordinate the division of tasks. 
	 By July 20, 2018

	Preparation of the first drafts of the alternative reports 
	The drafts should contain, inter alia, the purpose of the alternative reports and their relevance to the current situation of persons with disabilities in Armenia. The draft should also contain a summary of key problematic areas with regard to the pre-selected social right(s) against which the reports are being prepared. Cases of violations of social rights of persons with disabilities in Armenia should be presented in a separate chapter. Specific recommendations on the improvement of the situation of perosns with disabilities should be presented at the end of each report. 

	By July 27,  2018

	Second working meeting to discuss the first drafts of the alternative reports 
	Pyunic will organise the second meeting with the experts in Yerevan to discuss the first draft and give feedback on the documents 
	The last week of July 2018 (dates to be agreed with the experts)

	Preparing the final drafts of the alternative report with recommendations
	The documents should contain the summary of the reports, the background, the analytical chapters, the methodology, concluding remarks and the final recommendations. 
	By  August 10, 2018

	Review of the final drafts by Pyunic and ACCESS 
	ACCESS and Pyunic will provide feedback and comments to experts as needed.
	By August 27,  2018

	Final submission of the two alternative reports with recommendations in English 
	Incorporating any final feedback from Pyunic and ACCESS, the experts will present the final versions of the reports for publication and presentation at the project's final conference in November 2018 (dates to be announced later).
	By  September 20, 2018


6. Fees
The lead NGO expert will be paid 300 EUR for the entire workload of the study and will take responsibility for the final submission. The junior assistant NGO expert will receive 226 EUR.  
7. Qualifications and expertise

Pyunic and ACCESS will select one lead expert and one assistant expert for each of the two reports. They should possess expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities, on the European Social Charter and other relevant CoE standards. One of the two experts should preferably have previous experience in preparing alternative reports. 

8. How to apply
Interested candidates should submit their CV and a letter of interest (500 words maximum), clearly stating the lot and the position they are applying for. The applications should be sent to Pyunic's Project Manager Ruzanna Sargsyan at rsarg@mail.com, not later than 8 June 2018, 12:00 am (Yerevan time). Late applications will not be considered. 
For questions about the application process, please, contact Project Manager Ruzanna Sargsyan at  rsarg@mail.com. 
End.
�	To access the full Report, follow the link below:


	https://rm.coe.int/1680593904






